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In 1985, after a contentious vote by International
Rugby Board members in Paris, the Rugby World Cup
was born – almost 35 years later, the tournament has grown
into one of the world’s most thrilling sporting events

1987 Kirwan inspires Kiwis

Inaugural tournament, John Kirwan scores stunning
70-metre solo try in opening match. New Zealand go on to
beat France in �nal to claim trophy on home turf in Auckland

New Zealand 70 Italy 6

1991 Wales humbled

Possibly biggest upset in Rugby World Cup. Minnows Western Samoa (above)
beat Wales, unable to cope with athleticism and physicality of Paci�c Islanders

Western Samoa 16 Wales 13

1995 Legend of Lomu

World Cup debut for 20-year-old Jonah Lomu – stellar semi-�nal
display against England includes four tries as Lomu evades countless
tackles to terrorise defence, stunned by his unabated power and pace

New Zealand 45 England 29

1995 Rainbow Nation Unites

Iconic moment in world sport and post-apartheid South Africa,
president Nelson Mandela (left) – wearing Springbok green
– presents trophy to winning captain Francois Pienaar

South Africa 15 New Zealand 12

1999 French spirit

France enthral Twickenham crowd to stage remarkable comeback, reaching
World Cup �nal after trailing 24-10 – inspired by kicking of Christophe Lamaison

France 43 New Zealand 31

2003 Wallabies’ Masterclass

Record victory at World Cup as Australia emphasise gulf in class with
dominating performance – scoring �rst of 22 tries after just two minutes

Australia 142 Namibia 0

England 20 Australia 17

2007 Los Pumas Arrive

Argentina emerge as new rugby force, claiming third-place
�nish after topping “Pool of Death” – beating established
rugby nations of France, Ireland and Scotland

Argentina 17 France 12

2011 All Blacks Triumph

Eden Park erupts as captain Richie McCaw (right) leads
New Zealand to end 24-year wait for second World Cup 

2015 Japanese Joy

Two-time champions South Africa are defeated by
con�dent Japan team, led by captain Michael Leitch –
Blossoms �rst World Cup win since 1991

2019 New Territory

Japan hosts Rugby World Cup for
�rst time as tournament moves
outside sport’s traditional heartlands

New Zealand 8 France 7

Japan 34 South Africa 32

2003 Kicking for Glory

England become �rst northern hemisphere team to win title – Jonny Wilkinson (left)
sealing breathtaking drop goal victory with just 26 seconds of extra-time remaining

Iconic Rugby World Cup moments
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cd;Hka;r r.aì uKav,h úiska 1985 jif¾§ meje;ajQ újdod;aul Pkaohlska miq 
f,dal l=i,dk r.aì ;r.dj,sh wdrïN úh' jir 35lg muK miqj" th 
f,dj úYauh ckl fukau uy;a Woafõ.lr ;r.dj,shla olajd j¾Okh ù ;sfí'  

1987
iudrïNl ;r.fha§ fcdaka l¾jka úiska ógr 70la muK 
;ksju Èjhñka W;aidyl Èkqula ;eîh' ;r.dj,sfha i;aldrlhka jQ  
kjiS,ka;h" ´la,kaâ kqjr§ meje;s wjika uy ;r.fha§ 
m%xYh mrdchg m;alrñka f,dal l=i,dk Èkd .;af;ah'

l¾jdka kjiS,ka;hg Ôjh fohs  ^kjiS,ka;h 70 hs - b;d,sh 06&

1991
r.aì f,dal l=i,dk ;r.dj,sfha úYd,;u fmr<sh isÿúh' m%n, lKavdhula jQ fõ,aih mrojd 
ngysr iefudajd ms, ch.;af;ah' meis*sla ¥m;ajdiSkaf.a ldhsl yd u,,lS%vd ksmqK;dj iu. 
fõ,aihg ;r. l< fkdyels úh' 

fõ,aih hg;afjhs'  ^ngysr iefudajd 16 hs - fõ,aih13 hs&

1995
f,dal l=i,dk ;r.dj,sfha ish ux., ;r.hg meñ‚ 20 yeúßÈ fcdakd f,duQ 
tx.,ka;hg tfrysj meje;s wjika mQ¾j ;r.fha§ ;shqKq ll=,audÜgq ;sìh§;a 
W;aidyl oskqï 4la ,nd.ksñka ish olaI;dj iy n,mrdl%uh fmkaùh' 

f,dauq kïjQ mqrdjD;a;h  ^kjiS,ka;h 45 - tx.,ka;h 29&

1995
f,dal lS%vd b;sydifha fukau mYapd;a j¾KfNaojd§ hq.fha;a iqúfYaIS ikaêia:dkhls' 
ol=Kq wms%ldkq ckdêm;s fk,aika uekafv,d uy;d ziams%xfndlaiaZ ^uqj úfYaIhls& 
hkqfjka ye¢kafjk ol=K wms%ldkq r.aì lKavdhfï ks, nekshula me<| ch.%dyS 
r.aì lKavdhï kdhl *%ekafldhsia mSkd¾ fj; l=i,dk m%odkh lf<ah' 

ol=Kq wms%ldkqfjda tlafj;s ^ol=Kq wms%ldj 15 - kjiS,ka;h 12&

1999
,l=Kq 24-10 la f,iska miqmiska isá kuq;a ls%iafgdam¾ ,efuhsikaf.a úYsIag md ls%hdldÍ;jfhka 
kjiS,ka;h mrdch lrñka m%xYh wjika uy ;r.hg meñKsfha Üùlkayeïys isá 
m%xY lS%vdf,da,Ska jiÕhg m;alrñks' 

m%xY úma,jh ^m%xYh 43 - kjiS,ka;h 31&

2003
;r.fha wdêm;Hh me;srE ´iafÜ%,shdj ñks;a;= 2lg miqj W;aidyl Èkqï 22 la ;eîh' 
fuh f,dal l=i,dk ;r.dj,sfha jd¾;d.; ch.%yKhls'   

fjd,îia,df.a úYsIag;ajh ^´iafÜ%,shdj 142 - keóìhdj 0&

;ks md myf¾ lS¾;sh ^tx.,ka;h 20 - ´iafÜ%,shdj 17&

2007
kj r.aì n,fõ.hla f,iska meñ‚ wd¾ckaákdj m%n, 
m%xYh" wh¾,ka;h iy iafldÜ,ka;h mrdchg m;alrñka 
f;jeks ia:dkh ysñlr .;af;ah'  

mQudia,df.a wd.ukh ^wd¾ckaákdj 17 - m%xYh 12&

2011
kjis,ka;fha ´la,kaâ kqjr msysá Bâka WoHdk lS%vdx.Kfha§ meje;s 
;r.fha§ ßÖ ueflda ^ol=fKa& kdhl;ajh ÿka kjiS,ka;h jir 24lg miq 
fojeks jr r.aì f,dal l=i,dk Èkd.ekSug iu;aúh'   

2015
fojrla r.aì f,dal Y+rhska jQ ol=Kq wms%ldj mrdchg m;alsÍug 
uhsl,a ,SÉ kdhl;ajh ÿka cmdkh iu;aúh' 1991 § f,dal l=i,dk 
;r.dj,shg tlajQ cmdkh m<uq f,dal l=i,dk ;r.h ch.;af;ah' 

2019 w¨;a biõjla
cmdkh idïm%odhsl ;r. rgdfjka ñ§ m%:u jrg 
r.aì f,dal l=i,dk ;r.dj,shl i;aldrl;ajh orhs' 
r.aì f,dal l=i,dk ;r.dj,sh iqmqreÿ biõj,ska 
wE;g .uka lrhs

l¿ lñildrhkaf.a ch.%yKh ^kjiS,ka;h 8 - m%xYh 7&

cmkd ymkd  ^cmdkh 34 - ol=Kq wms%ldj 32&

2003
f,dal l=i,dk r.aì ;r.dj,sh ch.;a W;=re w¾O f.da,fha m<uq lKavdhu tx.,ka;hhs' 
;r.fha w;sf¾l ld,fhka ;;amr 26 la b;=rej ;sìh§ tx.,ka;fha fcdkS ú,alskaika ^jfï& 
fv%dma f.da,hlska ;r.h ch.;af;ah' 

f,dal l=i,dk
r.aì

cmdkh 2019

f,dal l=i,dk ;r.dj,sfha WKqiqï isÿùï 

isxy, ieliqu - ixch truqÿf.dv.%e*ska ksõia weiqßks ( 


